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Vitter Named Alumnus of the Year,
Tarantos Receive St. Benilde Award
 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Scott Vitter, a Christian Brothers School graduate of  
the class of 1969, has been named Alumnus of the Year for 2017
by the CBS Alumni Association.
 
Joseph A. Taranto and his late wife Charlene Souquet Taranto
were named as recipients of the 2017 St. Benilde Award by the
association for their years of service to the Christian Brothers
School community.
 

The award winners will be honored at the 
CBS Alumni Association's Annual Family 

Crawfish Boil on Saturday, April 8 from 1 to 4 p.m.
 
Jeffrey S. Vitter, the valedictorian of its eight grade class at CBS in
1969, is the 17th chancellor of the University of Mississippi, as well
as Distinguished Professor of Computer and Information Science. 

He is a renowned computer scientist, a
passionate advocate for higher
education, and an avid reader. His
over 36 years' experience at noted
universities Brown, Duke, Purdue,
Texas A&M, and Kansas culminated in
his "dream job" when he became
chancellor of Mississippi's flagship
university in January 2016.

Since then, the University of
Mississippi has attained the Carnegie
R1 highest research activity
designation, placing the school in the top 2.5% of the nation's
universities. It is the state's largest and top-ranked university and
has set records for student admissions, credentials, and retention.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1107787333893


Fueled by his belief in the power of higher education to transform
lives, communities, and the world, Vitter has charted the
university's momentum to achieve ever greater heights. Ole Miss
continues its long legacy of leadership in academic excellence with
a $1 billion building program including a state-of-the-art STEM
building, creation of superlative networks of faculty called Flagship
Constellations, major community partnerships, and greater
capacity and reach of the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

In addition, Vitter relishes his role as the voice of the university.
Since arriving at Ole Miss, he has greatly expanded
communication and connectivity via town halls, informational
blogs, and robust use of social media. He and his wife Sharon are
often seen around campus, in the Grove, at athletic events, and on
restaurant stools throughout Mississippi, getting to know people the
old fashioned way.

A New Orleans native, Vitter holds a B.S. with highest honors in
mathematics from Notre Dame, a PhD in computer science from
Stanford, and an MBA from Duke. His wife Sharon is a native
Kansan and a pharmacy alumna of KU. The Vitters and their three
adult children Jillian, Scott, and Audrey are passionate about the
arts and genealogy and are avid sports fans.

 

   
 
   
Taranto and his late wife Charlene were very active at the schools
where their children attended, and Christian Brothers School was
not an exception. When their son Todd entered CBS, Charlene
became involved in the Christian Brothers Foundation fund
raising efforts, helped co-found the foundation's Magic in the Park
annual gala in 1995, and along with foundation executive Carol
Couvillion, were the original chairs of the "Gala Girls," the group of
moms who helped organize the gala, still the foundation's largest
fundraiser.
 
Charlene was active in the gala auction, the golf tournament, the
mothers' coffee and the Christmas celebrations, and she took that
enthusiasm to Jesuit High School when her son enrolled there after
CBS. In 2003, she was honored with the Alma Mater Award
presented by Jesuit High School.
 
A graduate of Cabrini High School, Charlene attended LSU and



was married to Joe for 32 years until her death on April 19, 2007.
She was a member of the Ladies' Leukemia League, the Elenian
Club and the Jefferson Bar Association Auxiliary. She was a
parishioner of the Church of the Immaculate Conception and
served on the pastoral council.
 
Joe, a graduate of Sacred Heart of Jesus High School, received his
BS in Secondary Education in 1960 and was graduated from
Loyola University School of Law with his Juris Doctor degree in
1965. In addition to the general practice of civil and criminal law,
Joe spent much of his career with the U.S. Customs Service and in
the Louisiana National Guard, from which he retired in 1990, as
Lieutenant Colonel, Judge Advocate General Corps.
 
A former football official, he served as president and member of
the executive committee of the New Orleans Football Association.
He volunteered in various endeavors with Ursuline Academy,
where their daughter Nicole attended, as well as at Jesuit High
School. He serves as a Eucharistic Minister and lector at the Church
of the Immaculate Conception and is a member of the church's
pastoral council. A member of the St. Thomas More Catholic
Lawyers Association, he has served that group as secretary and
board member. He also chairs the ushers' committee for the
annual Red Mass held at St. Louis Cathedral and continues to
perform notary services for the Harry Thompson Center in New
Orleans.
 
He is a recipient of the St. Louis Award from the Archdiocese of
New Orleans and has also been honored by the Jesuits of the New
Orleans Province with its Homines Pro Aliis (People for Others)
Award.
 
At Christian Brothers School, Joe has served on the board of
directors of the Christian Brothers Foundation, including as
president, and has served many years on the gala and golf
committees. He also serves as chair of the trustees for the
Christian Brothers Retirement Trust.
 
Joe and Charlene have two children: Nicole Taranto Allen, who
with her husband Duke have two children, William and Amelie,
and Todd Charles Taranto, who with his wife Katie have two
children, Jackson and Charles. Their grandson Will Allen will be
attending Christian Brothers School in the fall.


